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BLOOD DONORS RECEIVE ANTIBODY TESTS AT 
SAN DIEGO BLOOD BANK 

SAN DIEGO (JUNE 29, 2020) – Starting today through the month of July, San Diego Blood 
Bank is testing all blood donations for SARS-CoV-2 antibodies, the virus that causes the 
COVID-19 to assist in identifying potential candidates for convalescent plasma. Appointments 
are required for all blood donations. 
 
The antibody test detects if someone’s immune system has developed antibodies to the SARS-
CoV-2 virus, regardless of if someone showed symptoms. This is NOT a diagnostic test. It will 
not detect active infections or recent exposure. 
 
Donors who are found positive for SARS-CoV-2 will be able to donate COVID-19 convalescent 
plasma (CCP) the next time they donate. CCP is being used to treat patients in critical condition.
 
The test is authorized by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for emergency use. Per state 
law, all reactive and nonreactive test results will be reported to the California Department of 
Public health. Donors will receive results in their SDBB wellness portal 7-10 days after donation. 

 To be eligible to donate blood, you must be at least 17 years old, weigh at least 114 pounds and 
be in general good health. To make an appointment, please visit www.sandiegobloodbank.org/
donate or call (619) 400-8251.

About San Diego Blood Bank  
SDBB is dedicated to community health by providing a reliable supply of blood to patients in 
need. Our vision is to further ensure the health of our community by simultaneously delivering 
related health and wellness education and services and extending into research. SDBB is an 
independent, 501(c)(3) non-profit that serves hospitals in San Diego, Orange, Imperial and Los 
Angeles counties with blood transfusion products and reference laboratory services. SDBB 
currently operates six local donor centers and 10 bloodmobiles. SDBB’s Cell Therapy Program 
provides lifesaving stem cell transplants to patients worldwide. For more information about 
SDBB, visit www.SanDiegoBloodBank.org or connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.    
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